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After r e adin g  about th e  "P la n e t  That  Never Was" in the  la s t  issu e

of the New slet t e r ,  I thought th a t  our read ers  might be in te re s te d

in  a s a t e l l i t e which was photographed 13 tim es n ea r  t he turn  o f

the cent u r y but has never be e n  seen s ince .  This was Themis ,  a sup-

posed t en th  moon o f  Sa tu rn .

S h o rtly  a f t e r  the d isco v ery  o f Pho ebe in  1890, . .Pickering an -

n o u n ced th a t  he had d iscovered  another moon of Sa tu rn ,  which he named 

Themis. Thee s a t e l l i t e  was p resent  on 13 p la t es tak en by the Bru ce

te le sc ope a t  the d iscovery  of Phoebe. However, as Saturn  wa s  i n  the 

r ich  s t a r  f i e ld s  o f  Sco rp io  and Sa g i t t a ri u s  a t  t he t ime, i t  was im possib le  

to  fo llow  th e  s a t e l l i t e  o r d is tin g u ish  i t  from the my ri ads o f back

ground s tar s .  When Sa tu r n  a rr iv e d  a t  a  more  su ita b le  p o sitio n  fo r 

observa t ion o f  i t s  f a in te r  s a te l l i t e s ,  T h emis was no more to  be seen .

I t  h as never been seen s in ce .

Some o r b i t a l  e l e me n ts were  re le a se d , based on most measurements o f  

the photogr a phic p la te s . Themi s ' period w a s 20.8 5  days a nd i t ' s  mean 

d is t ance from S a t u r n  w a s  approx i ma t e l y  000, 000 miles. T h i s,  in  f ac t,

i s  qu i t e s i mila r  to th a t  of Hyperion, but whereas the the eccen t r i c i t y

and i n c lin a tio n  o f  Hy p e ri on' s o rb it  a r e 0 . 0233 and 0. 0° r e s pectiv e l y ,

the inclination of the orbi t  of Themis was 30° and the eccen tric ity
was 0. 2 3, which puts the o rbi t  in  a f a r  d i f f e ren t  p la ce from th a t  

o f  Hyperion.

If Themis was  n o t  a  mo o n  of  S a t u r n ,  t h e n  what was i t ? T h e  m o st rea-

l i s t i c  t h e o r y  i s  th a t  i t  w a s  a n  asteroid w h o s e  o r b i t   b r o u g h t  i t  i n t o

the l in e o f s i ght  be twe en the Earth and Saturn. Whether moon or as t er o id



the s to ry  o f  Th emi s i s  anoth e r of t he unsolved r i ddl e s of t he un iverse  

th a t  make the  s t udy o f A stronomy such an in te re s t in g  p u rs u it .


