3%« lambert, F.le.
iordl 22, 1943

HMlss Twth J. Tortheott, “ditor

Journal of the Boyal Astronomical Soclety of Canade
favid Dunlep Observatory

Tiehmond Hill, ntario

Dear Hiss Hortheott,

Thank-you Tor your letter of April 16, and for your
assistance in Lnproving my report. IEnclesed is the rovised
copy of my rerort along with your suggested redvaft. As you
will note, I followed the redraft ¢losely, but mede a few smell
chenes.

Enclcosed ie & drawing of Comet Soki-ldnes and a greph
ghowing the brightness of love Herculis 1863. ‘ould you
please yroturn the comet drowings

I hope thet you will find this redraft more suiteble for
publication, and that the guelity of the draving and gra-h is
good anouch for reproduction.

Yours sincerely,

Jinm lLow




COMET AND NOVA SECTION

Hational Coordinstor, szzm Comdtiee on Cbocrvational sctivities

In 1961, the Hational Councll of the Royal Astronomical
Soclety of Canada formed the Standing Comdttee on Cbservational
Activitics to encourege c¢loser contact and exchange of information
between obeeyving members in the d4ifferent Centres. A total of
eleven observing disciplines were approved, one of these eovering
Comete and Fovas. In Fovomber of thet year, the first bulletin of
the Comet and Hgva Section was lscued and hes beon followed by three
additiongl bulletins and peven snm ats. The bulletins inform
mambers of the eurrent activitiocs of this seeiion, and the armounce-
ments are issucd whenever a bright comet or nova appears. Iach
Contre receives soples of the bulletine and announcements as they
are issued, and it is hoped that they ere made know to members vho
may be interested, |

The purpese of this section 1s: (1) to ensourage the
systematic search for somete and noves, and (i1) to ebserve and
renort these objlects vhen they do sppoer.

tbaervers in this disciplice usually select scveral arcas
when meking sesrehes of the sky, cach ton Jdegroes aguare and located
in different regious of tho eky., These are sesrched with dincenlmrs
for objects of brighiness down to sizth or seventh asgni

something unusual 38 obecrved, the Hotional Coordinator of the Comat
end lova Scotlon ia notified st onee. If nothing unusual is geen
{which 1s more frequently the case), 8 negative report form i$ filled
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out end malled $o him at theo end of the month in which ihe search
was made. legetive reporte are impertant, for if an wnusual
object is reported lator, these may be used to pin-polnt the

time when the object was snd wns not viaible.

During 1962, 2 total of 1853 semrches of 67 areas werc made
by 27 cbescrvers., Hembers of only three of owr sixtesn Centres,
Hemilton, Montrsel, and ‘iagers Falls, perticipated in the search
part of this programme,. As there ore apppoximetely 400 areas of
the sky, esch ten degreecs square, well placed for Cenalisn cboervers
throughout the year, meny more cbscrvers are still noeded.

Come® Seki-lines and Humason were observed meny timees Guring
1962, and several fainter comets were alse reporteds. The Fepoarter
mmucmmmamwmmm@mtobmmm""
Canada reported in 1962 may well excced two hundred, At the ime
of writing (April 21), it is predicted that 1963 will be & stiil
better year then 1962, Reports have already been reccived on Comet
Tkaya (1063a), Vova flerculis 1963, snd Comet Alcock (19G3b).

This programae requires many more participeting members, sad
those who have an intcrest are asked te contact the National
Coordinator directly. I more than one person in a Centre ls
interested, a Comet and lNova Coordinator for that Centre should
be spnointed who will correspond with the Hatlenal Coordinatore
In & ddition, unatteched members of the soclety are invited to
take pert in this progremme.

411 Brixton Avenuc,
o lanbert, P.l.



